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What is education for? Transformation, empowerment or "employability"?

Adult literacy — an educational case study
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Paulo Freire

In the 'banking' concept of education, knowledge is a gift bestowed by those who consider

themselves knowledgeable upon those whom they consider to know nothing. Projecting an

absolute ignorance onto others, a characteristic of the ideology of oppression, negates

education and knowledge as processes of inquiry... (Freire 1996:53)

The educated individual is the adapted person, because she or he is better 'fit' for the world.

Translated into practice, this concept is well suited to the purposes of the oppressors, whose

tranquillity rests on how well people fit the world the oppressors have created, and how little they

question it. (Freire 1996:57 )
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